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Pacific could be consummated in such a way that nationalities
of many diverse peoples could exist side by side without fear of
invasion ; that unbearable burdens of armaments could be lifted
for them all; and that all peoples would resume commerce with-
out discrimination against or in favour of any nation.
" I am certain that it will be clear to Your Majesty, as it is to
me, that in seeking these great objectives both Japan and the
United States should agree to eliminate any form of military
threat. This seems essential to the attainment of the high
objectives.
" More than a year ago Your Majesty's Government concluded
an agreement with the Vichy Government by which five or six
thousand Japanese troops were permitted to enter northern
French Indo-China for the protection of Japanese troops which
were operating against China further north. And this spring
and summer the Vichy Government permitted further Japanese
military forces to enter into southern French Indo-China for the
common defence of French Indo-China. I think I am correct
in saying that no attack has been made upon Indo-China nor that
any has been contemplated.
" During the past few weeks it has become clear to the world
that Japanese military, naval, and air forces have been sent to
southern Indo-China in such large numbers as to create a reason-
able doubt on the part of other nations that this continuing
concentration in Indo-China is not defensive in its character.
" Because these continuing concentrations in Indo-China have
reached such large proportions and because they extend now to
the south-east and the south-west corners of that peninsula it is
only reasonable that the people of the Philippines, of the hundreds
of islands of the East Indies, of Malaya, and of Thailand itself
are asking themselves whether these forces of Japan are preparing
or intending to make attack in one or more of these many
directions.
" I am sure that Your Majesty will understand that the fear
of all these peoples is a legitimate fear inasmuch as it involves
their peace and their national existence. I am sure that Your
Majesty will understand why the people of the United States
in such large numbers look askance at the establishment of
military, naval, and air bases manned and equipped so greatly
as to constitute armed forces capable of measures of offence.
tc It is clear that a continuance of such a situation is unthinkable.
" None of the peoples whom I have spoken of above can sit
either indefinitely or permanently on a keg of dynamite.
" There is absolutely no thought on the part of the United
States of invading Indo-China if every Japanese soldier or sailor
were to be'withdrawn therefrom.
" I think that we can obtain the same assurance trom the
Governments of the East Indies, the Governments of Malaya,

